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« Decolonising knowledge for Africa’s renewal   
  PhD student wins gold at ICT4D conference » 

Competitions helping him grow 

 

Mabandla Ludwe from the Eastern Cape Region won the short paper for research at the College of 
Human Sciences during the sixth annual Student Research and Innovation Showcase and is one of 

the Unisa top ten FameLab finalists. 

He let eConnect know a little more about him. 

What is your background? 

I am Mabandla Ludwe from Colosa Location in Dutywa in the Eastern Cape Province. I am a third born from 
four children. Professionally, I am a social worker and I studied the profession in Unisa and graduated from 
it with distinction (cum laude). I started learning at Unisa in 2012, enrolling in social work, which I finished in 
2015 and graduated cum laude in 2016 during the autumn graduations. From there I did not waste any time 
as I enrolled for a Bachelor of Arts Honours in Criminology, and I am currently doing my last year this year 

(2017). 

What does your work as the Eastern Cape Regional Postgraduate Studies Officer in 
the Eastern Cape Regional SRC entail? 

In 2016 I was delegated to be the Eastern Cape Regional Postgraduate Studies Officer in the Eastern Cape 
Regional SRC mainly focusing on issues that affect postgraduate students, for instance, making sure that 

there is a research workshop and also identifying academic and administrative support needs for 
postgraduate students. Although that does not restrict me in assisting every Unisa student whether 

postgraduate or undergraduate, and with whatever need or issue they have at hand. As Eastern Cape 
RSRC, we just shared the roles amongst each other in a way that I assist every student no matter the issue 
is sport related or tutor related but I just assist the student and liaise with relevant people for whatever issue 

at the end, same as other EC RSRC members in my absence. Thus, our motive as EC RSRC is to make 
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sure that each and every student is assisted at the end of the day, so that the student can learn without 
limits in order to define tomorrow, today. 

There is also another programme I am involved in with other five students from Unisa based at the Mthatha 
branch. We have opened a non-profit organisation (NGO) called Impilo Natural Resource Management 
Project whereby I am holding the position of Project Co-ordinator, as I am one of the co-founders of the 

organisation. The project is about giving full knowledge to the society about the environmental factors and 
sustainable use of natural resources, through education and planting trees. It is also encouraging 

sustainable use of our natural resources and promotes afforestation in order to prevent undesirable weather 
conditions, that threaten nature and human life. 

What was the topic of the paper and what are your research interests? 

My research topic that I presented in the sixth annual Students Research and Innovation Showcase was 
The experiences of older persons’ relocation to an old age home. This is the topic I studied during my fourth 

level in Social Work (2015) and it touched me in a way that it looks at elderly people in a time whereby 
elderly people are abused, raped, neglected and killed in South Africa. So the topic is looking at how elderly 
people feel about relocating to an old age home, so that if they feel good and happy to live in an old age, it 

will be easy and essential to recommend old age homes for other elderly people who are vulnerable to 
criminality. In all the research tries to get an in-depth understanding about the experiences of older persons 

who relocate to an old age home. 

Why did you enter and how did you experience the competition? 

The major reason for me to enter the competition was to get exposure in the world of researchers. Reason 
being that one day I would love to be one of the researchers especially, that I would like to further my 
studies by enrolling for my master’s next year, either in Social Work or Criminology. The competition 

boosted my confidence in research as I am now doing research articles in my honours level and in the near 
future I will be dealing with a thesis/dissertation. I also gained some info about the thesis/dissertation as 

those who are doing a doctorate or master’s were presenting their research in front of those of us who were 
doing short papers. The competition was vital for me as we hardly find research workshops in the Eastern 

Cape region, especially at the Mthatha branch where I am based. 

How do you feel about participating in the FameLab competition? 

My presentation for the FameLab was about haemophilia, which is a blood disorder. Haemophilia is when 
blood cannot clot properly. To be honest the only thing I knew and came to Pretoria (Sunnyside Campus) 

for was the oral presentation for the research paper I submitted. But during the visit I also learned that 
FameLab was happening as I attended presentation skills. Consequently, that is when I had a desire for the 
competition although I was unprepared but I just took a try and I became one of the top ten winners. Thanks 

to God. Now that I won the competition I feel very happy and I am looking forward to it, in a way that I will 
try to be more prepared now because I can see that it is only the sky that is the limit for me in this 

competition. Nevertheless I like competitions because they allow me to share my knowledge and also to 
gain some or new information in other students. By the virtue of that, competitions test my intelligence and 
also helps me to grow as they afford me with information. On the other side they encourage me to study 

further and hard, so that I could be successful academically. 

How do you experience studying through Unisa? 

My experience in studying at Unisa as challenging but amazing, in a way that as a student you become 
your own best teacher because no one is going to stand in front of you and push you to study hard. It gives 
responsibility of maturity and of being an adult by making sure that you must study your books and submit 
your work in a given period. It is more challenging to learn in Unisa when you are in a branch like Mthatha 
where there is no library to use in order to get information from books, articles and journals. On the other 

hand, there is poor WiFi to obtain information online and we do not have student cards, which makes us to 
struggle when we go to other learning centres of Unisa where there is access control. Therefore, we 

struggle to get in those learning centres to use library, classes and labs because there is access control in 
those learning centres which needs student cards. Nonetheless, I am trying all my best to be academically 



successful, especially now that we are facing high unemployment rate in South Africa but academically and 
in Unisa I want to make a mark. 
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gave me an opportunity to show my capability in the world of researchers whereby “research matters”, 

including the FameLab department. My message will be as follows: “To be successful it’s not a matter that 
is meant for certain individuals, but for all of us, as long as we put our input and effort to whatever that we 

want to achieve. If we do so, then success will always come our way.” 

However, I have seen the bottom (the undergraduate world) but now I want to see the top and be on top 
(the postgraduate world). 

SA needs more innovators, not more job-
seekers 
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